Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic

Criteria for accreditation of non-university type higher education institutions

(approved by the decision of the Minister of Education as of 3. 4. 2003)

(1) The Act No. 131/2002 of Law Code on Higher Education and on the Change and Supplement to Some Acts (hereinafter referred to as the “Act”) sets out in Section 82 Clause 8, that at performing its activity the Accreditation Commission applies the criteria, which are approved by the Ministry of Education of the SR at its proposal and upon the statement by the representative bodies of higher education institutions.

(2) The present material contains the criteria which the Accreditation Commission applies according to Section 82 Clause 2 Letter b) at accreditation of non-university type of higher education institution for the respective field of study, that means, at evaluation of capacity of the non-university type of higher education institution to participate in implementation of the PhD study programme in the given field of study.

(3) As an abbreviated form for indication of the set of criteria contained in the present material the abbreviation KEX  is used.  

(4) At evaluation of capacity of non-university type higher education institution to participate in implementation of the PhD study programme in the respective field of study the subject of assessment is the non-university type higher education institution and its workplaces participating in implementation of the respective study programme. At the evaluation the adequate use is made of the criteria applied at accreditation of the PhD study programmes (set of criteria CSP-A). The adequacy of applying the criteria includes the variations in the special cases shown below.

(5) Criterion KEX-A1 (Guarantor): The guarantor of quality and development of the PhD study in the field of study is  “profesor“ or “doktor vied“ (DrSc) employed in the institution for the set weekly working hours who is responsible for research and education in the given field of study in the institution and who contributes by his research or artistic, pedagogical and organisational activity to development of knowledge in the field of study in question. The existence of guarantor with the indicated properties is minimum condition for this criterion.

(6) Criterion KEX-A2 (The further guaranteeing of development of the field of study): For quality assurance and development of the field of study in which the non-university type higher education institution is to participate in implementing the PhD study programme, at least two additional research workers with academic degree of  “doktor“ (Section 54 Clause 15 and  Section 110 Clause 3) with acknowledged scientific qualification degree I or IIa are required, or “profesors” or “docents”, who contribute by their research or artistic, pedagogical and organisational activity to development of knowledge in the field of study in question.

(7) Criterion KEX-A3 (Sufficient personnel provision): The number of research workers or artistic workers (Section 74 Clause 1), who supervise PhD students, should be proportionate to the number of students. One supervisor should not supervise more than three students. In its application for accreditation the non-university type of higher education institution shall also indicate the higher education institution in the PhD study programmes of which it shall participate as well as the rules for approval of supervisors.
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