Criteria for accreditation of study programmes - CSP



Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic
Criteria for accreditation of the study programmes of higher education

(approved by the decision of the Minister of Education as of 31. 3. 2003)

(1) The Act No. 131/2002 of Law Code on Higher Education and on the Change and Supplement to Some Acts (hereinafter referred to as the “Act”) sets out in Section 82 Clause 8, that at performing its activity the Accreditation Commission applies the criteria, which are approved by the Ministry of Education of the SR at its proposal and upon the statement by the representative bodies of higher education institutions.

(2) The present material contains the set of criteria which the Accreditation Commission applies according to Section 82 Clause 2 Letter a) at accreditation of 

a) the Bachelor’s study programme, that means, at evaluation of capacity of the higher education institution to implement the study programme with the right to award the academic degree of  “bakalár” to its graduates, 

b) the Magister‘s or Engineer’s study programme, that means, at evaluation of capacity of the higher education institution to implement the study programme with the right to award the academic degrees of  “magister”, “inžinier” or “doktor” to its graduates,

c) the PhD study programme, that means, at evaluation of capacity of the higher education institution to implement the study programme with the right to award the academic degree of  “doktor” (PhD., ArtD., ThLic., ThDr.) to its graduates.

(3) As an abbreviated form for indication of the set of criteria contained in the present material the abbreviation CSP is used. 

(4) The parts of criteria related exclusively to the Bachelor’s study programme are marked by symbol (B). The parts of criteria related exclusively to Magister’s, Engineer’s or Doctor’s study programmes are marked by symbol (M). The parts of criteria related exclusively to PhD. study programme are marked by symbol (D).

(5) At evaluation of the capacity of the higher education institution to implement the higher education study programme the subject of assessment is

a) the higher education institution and its workplaces providing implementation of the study programme,

b) the study programme itself.

(6)  At evaluation of the higher education institution and its workplaces providing implementation of the study programme the following attributes are the subject of assessment:

a) the level of research or artistic activity,

b) material, technical and information provision,
c) personnel provision.
(7) At evaluation of the study programme the following attributes are the subject of assessment:

a) content, 

b) requirements for applicants and the way of their choice, 

c) requirements for graduation, 

d) standards of students and graduates.

(8) The Accreditation Commission shall evaluate the appropriate higher education institution and its workplaces providing the study programme implementation and the study programme and shall find out the measure to which their attributes meet the individual criteria. The Accreditation Commission shall recommend to acknowledge the capacity of the higher education institution  to implement the corresponding study programme, if the attributes of the higher education institution and its workplaces providing the implementation of the study programme and attributes of the study programme satisfactorily fulfil the set out criteria. The degree of complying with the criteria may vary, the Accreditation Commission shall evaluate the study programme in a complex way and in justified cases the insufficient fulfilment in some criteria may be compensated for by more sufficient compliance with other criteria. If the achievement of minimum value of some of the indicators is a part of the criterion, then the indicator’s value for the higher education institution or the study programme in question should not fall below it.

(9) The criteria in the present material are also used at accreditation of the study programme carried out in combination of two fields of study. In case of an interdisciplinary course (Section 51 Clause 5), the attributes of the higher education institution and its workplaces (CSP-A) must meet the set out criteria for each of the fields of study. Each of the field of study must be assigned at least 2/5 of the study programme content. The other attributes of the study programme (CSP-B) are assessed similarly as at the study programme with one field of study. If one of the fields of study is major, the study programme is assessed as the study programme in this field of study.

(10) At accreditation of new study programmes the Accreditation Commission may apply special criteria pursuant to Section 83 Clause 2 of the Act, giving a positive statement if it considers that there are all grounds to anticipate that the higher education institution shall be capable to implement this study programme by the end of the period corresponding to the standard length of the study at the latest having applied the standard criteria, and that the existing conditions shall enable also the first graduates to receive the standard higher education.
CSP-A: Criteria for evaluation of attributes of the higher education institution and its workplaces providing implementation of the study programme 

	Attribute/criterion
	Sufficient fulfilment

	Attribute:  The level of research or artistic activity
	

	Criterion CSP-A1: The level of research or artistic activity of the higher education institution and workplaces providing implementation of the study programme
	First level (B)

The higher education institution should demonstrate continuous research activity or adequate artistic activity of the corresponding workplaces in the issues of the field of study or in combination of the fields of study to such measure as to be able to adequately respond to new knowledge in the given field and to involve it in the provided education within the framework of the study programme.

For demonstrating the continuous research activity it is necessary to carry out such research activity and to produce such results so that the university teachers in the respective study programme may  understand the developmental trends of the given field and carry out independent research in the field  and regularly publish its results at least at national or regional level. Their number should be sufficient with a view to the needs of quality assurance and development of the appropriate study programme.
Second level (M)

The higher education institution should demonstrate continuous research activity or artistic activity of its workplaces in the issues of the field of study accepted at international or national level to such measure as to be able to adequately respond to the new knowledge obtained and to integrate it into the provided education within the framework of the study programme and so that the students may develop their abilities of acquisition and creative use of theoretical and practical knowledge by their active participation in research or artistic activity. The workplace must continuously participate in research projects at international or national level and achieve satisfactory results at their evaluation.

Third level (D)

The higher education institution should demonstrate, in addition to requirements set for the second level, the continuous internationally accepted research or artistic activity of their workplaces in issues of the study programme to such measure so that the students may achieve by their active participation the new knowledge or artistic performances that are accepted by the appropriate international scientific or artistic community. The workplace should demonstrate the grant successfulness in acquisition of financial support for the respective research or artistic activity.

	Attribute: The material, technical and information provision of the study programme
	

	Criterion CSP -A2: Sufficiency of material, technical and information provision of the study programme
	The adequate provision (library, reading rooms, access to Internet, availability of basic study literature, textbooks, monographs and foreign scientific journals, according to the field of study also laboratories, project studios, ateliers, etc.) to be able to carry out the appropriate study programme and to fulfil its educational aims. 

Minimum condition is that the higher education institution has a library and reference room with the possibility of direct access to the basic study literature for the study programme. Minimum condition also rests in possibility of students’ access to Internet. The subject of appraisal is, for example, the continuous supplying of books and journal funds for the library and reading rooms, updating computing technology and software, etc. and the way of providing the services by libraries, reference rooms and computer premises, their capacity and overall standard.

The subject of appraisal is not only the state of art but also the changes in material, technical and information provision of the study programme, e.g. the procedure of adjustment of spatial provision, upgrading of the level of material provision, etc. 

The coverage of individual subjects of the study programme or at least their significant part through  basic study literature available is a must. The subject of appraisal is also the contribution of the workplaces of the higher education institution themselves to generation of the study texts and aids.

	Attribute: Personnel provision
	

	Criterion CSP -A3: Composition of lecturers, or university teachers, working in the key forms of teaching depending on specificities of the field of study (qualification structure) 
	The evaluation of adequate personnel provision is done on the principle that for every study programme the higher education institution should dispose of sufficient number of university teachers employed for set up weekly working hours (“full-time”), so that they could together with the guarantor permanently preserve the quality and develop this study programme. 

The study programme requires, regardless of the number of students who study or will study according to the study programme, certain minimum personnel provision.  At the same time, it is necessary to consider that the required number of skilled university teachers increases along with the growing number of students. The appraisal of sufficiency depends on the field of study.

The lectures, or analogically other key forms of teaching depending on specificities of the field of study (hereinafter referred to as “lectures”) are supervised by profesors
 or docents
, their parts also by assistant lecturers
. For satisfactory fulfilment it is required, particularly, that lectures in the core subjects of the study programme, that is, that part in which the content of the field of study is filled, are supervised by profesors or docents.

	Criterion CSP -A4: Adequacy in number of academic teachers, research workers or art workers (Section 74 Clause 1), who supervise the final theses, related to number of students
	It is based on the fact that with one worker (teacher/research worker) the number of final theses within the framework of one level of higher education study should not exceed 5. The sum of diploma theses and final theses of the Bachelor study should not exceed 10 with one worker. 

It is anticipated that for supervision of final thesis the supervisor should have university education or qualification higher by one degree than the final thesis supervised. That means, the final thesis of Bachelor study should be supervised by at least magisters or engineers and the diploma thesis by doctors (i.e., supervisors with PhD degree). With the professionals from practice who supervise final theses, it is possible to waive from this condition.  

	Criterion CSP -A5: Composition of examination boards for holding State examinations (for defences of final theses) considering Section 63 Clause 3 of the Act

	The rules of the higher education institution on establishment of the boards for the State examinations  (for the defence of final theses) in the appropriate study programme should secure that at least one member is from environment outside the higher education institution and two members should be university teachers in capacity of profesors or docents. The satisfactory compliance also includes observance of their own rules. 



	Criterion CSP -A6: Guaranteeing the quality and development of the study programme
	The guarantor of the study programme is the university teacher in capacity of profesor or docent (depending on the level of higher education study to be carried out according to the study programme) of the higher education institution, responsible for quality and development of the study programme. At appraisal of the proposed guarantor the real responsibility for the study programme is considered, that means, if he influences the quality of implementation and development of the study programme, or what is his actual possibility to do so;  his competence, that is, if his pedagogical and scientific or artistic profile and results guarantee professional quality, and his real engagement and activity at guaranteeing. The appraisal of these facts shall be indicated by the higher education institution in the application. 

The guarantor of the study programme is employed in the given higher education institution for the set weekly working hours. In the artistic fields of study with efficient artists the Accreditation Commission may alleviate this condition in such a way though  as  to avoid decrease of quality and development of the study programme.

Existence of guarantor with the above-mentioned properties is minimum condition for this criterion. 

The guarantee of the study programme is influenced by the age of 65 years (according to provision of Section 77 Clause 6 of the Act). The continuous fulfilment of prerequisites and the very performance of the function of the guarantor is still the substantial criterion.

If during the period for which the capacity for the respective study programme has been acknowledged or during the period for the next accreditation the guarantor shall attain the age of 65 years, or if already in the time of assessing the application the proposed guarantor attains this age, the higher education institution shall indicate in the application, how it is planned to secure continuous quality assurance and development of the study programme in the forthcoming period. At the further accreditation it shall assess how the plan will have been fulfilled. 

If already at the time of evaluating the application the proposed guarantor attained the age of 65years, depending on fulfilment of preconditions and the very performance of the functions of the guarantor it is possible to confirm the capacity (not to acknowledge a new one, though) for a period not exceeding three years.

The guaranteeing of the study programmes in different higher education institutions is not allowed.

The guaranteeing eventually, co-guaranteeing of two (or more) study programmes at the own higher education institution is principally not excluded. The fulfilment of preconditions and the very performance of the function of guarantor are decisive. It is natural and desirable, for example, in such cases as follow:

· study programmes in various levels of higher education study, 

· study programme in the given field of study and study programme in combination of the fields of study, out of which the given field of study is major, or 

· study programme of the second level in the given field of study and conversional study programme of the second level in the given field of study (conversional study programme of the second level  = study programme for those who completed the Bachelor study in another field of study), or

· study programmes in the field of study such as teacher training or translating under co-guaranteeing, with responsibility for one “subject” or a significant part of the programme. 

Depending on the level of higher education study carried out according to the study programme, for guaranteeing the study programme it is required that the guarantor is a university teacher 

(B): in the capacity of profesor or docent
(M): in the capacity of profesor
(D): in the capacity of profesor. 

Quality assurance and development of PhD study programme require, in addition to the guarantor of the study programme, two additional university teachers working in capacities of profesor or docent in the appropriate or related field of study, who contribute to development of knowledge in the respective field of study by their activities in the study programme assessed, through their research or artistic activity, pedagogical and organizational activity.

For appraisal of staffing the higher education institution shall indicate in application the requirements applied at selection procedure for profesors and docents it proposes as guarantors or co-guarantors.


CSP-B: Criteria for evaluation of attributes of the study programme

	Attribute / criterion
	Sufficient fulfilment

	Attribute: Content of the study programme
	

	Criterion CSP-B1: Fulfilment of the content of the field of study (Section 50 Clause 5 Letter c) of the Act)
	The content of the study programme corresponds to sufficient degree to the content of the field of study (Section 50 Clause 5 Letter c) of the Act), in which the acquisition of higher education is based on the completion of this study programme. The degree is considered as sufficient if at least 3/5 of the content of the study programme is devoted to the given field of study. This is a minimum condition.
At appraisal of the content of the study programme a use is made of determination of the content of the appropriate field of study. The determination of the content of field of study is an item of its description in the structure according to Section 50 Clause 5. Descriptions of the fields of study are a part of the system of the fields of study. The content of the field of study also includes characteristic of the graduate of the field of study and the knowledge he receives. 

The graduate’s specification contains a brief framework general characteristic of the graduate, that means, above all the graduate’s profile and his presupposed employment. The graduate’s specification also includes the most relevant knowledge, abilities and skills which the graduate of the study programme must achieve in the given field of study.

The knowledge indicated in the content of the field of study must be a part of content of any study programme in this field of study. Otherwise, the study programme must cover the entire content of the field of study. The depth of elaboration may be different in individual study programmes, but each study programme must contain themes to such depth at least as expected in the content. It should contain all themes. Out of the themes which are shown as alternative, it must contain at least one or, it should enable a choice from several themes. Some themes or a part of knowledge may be outlined in a framework only. For example, a substantial part of the content of field of study at the third level may be outlined only in a framework as  “the latest scientific (artistic) knowledge from the selected field falling under the field of study which involves the open scientific (artistic) problem, which is a subject of the dissertation”.

	Criterion CSP-B2: Fulfilment of the study programme characteristic according to level

(B): Section  52 Clause 1 of Act
, or Section  52 Clause 2 of Act

(M): Section  53 Clauses 1 and 3 of  Act

(D): Section  54 Clause 1 

	Structure of the study programme, content of individual units of the study programme and forms of teaching provide for fulfilment of the characteristics of the respective level of the higher education study.

	Criterion CSP-B3: Relevancy of the standard length of study (Section  51 Clause 4 Letter h) of the Act)
	The standard length of study  (Section 51 Clause 4 Letter h) of Act) complies with the other signs which specify the study programme according to Section 51 Clause 4 of the Act, especially with the graduate’s profile and content of the field of study within the framework of the limitations under Section 52 Clause 3 of Act
, or Section 53 Clause 2 of the Act
, or Section 54 Clause 2 of the Act
. The proposal to prolong the length of study programme of the first level to four years should be particularly justified. 

	Criterion CSP-B4: Assessment, if in the event of proposal of combining the first and second levels of higher education study into one integrate unit, it is a specially justified case
	The justification of combining the first and second levels of higher education study into one integrate unit is assessed individually. As it ensues from the spirit and letter of the law, such a case is exceptional. The standard length of study (Section 51 Clause 4 Letter h) of Act) is in compliance with the other signs specifying the study programme according to Section 51 Clause 4 of Act, especially with the graduate’s profile and content of the field of study, within the framework of limitations given by Section 53 Clause 3 of Act
.

	Criterion CSP-B5: Inclusion of the final thesis in due size and demand

(B): (Section  52 Clause 4 of the Act)

(M): (Section  53 Clause 4 of the Act)

(D): (Section  54 Clause 3 of the Act)


	(B): Bachelor study programme contains final thesis in adequate size and level of demands (Section  52 Clause 4 of Act)
. The final thesis must be lengthy enough (that is, also in credit expression), the student must demonstrate the ability to independently achieve theoretical and practical knowledge and to use it.

(M): Magister or Engineer study programme contains final thesis in adequate size and level of demand (Section  53 Clause 4 of Act)
. The diploma thesis must be lengthy enough (that is, also in credit expression) so that the student may demonstrate by it his ability to independently achieve theoretical and practical knowledge based on state of art of science or art and to creatively apply it and use.

(D): PhD study programme contains final thesis in adequate size and level of demands (Section 54 Clause 3 of Act)
. The dissertation thesis must be lengthy enough (that means, also in credit sense), so that the student may demonstrate by it his ability to independently achieve theoretical and practical knowledge based on the state of art  of scientific or artistic knowledge and, especially, on the student’s own contribution which is a result of scientific investigation and independent creative activity in the field of science and technology or independent theoretical and creative activity in the field of art.

	Criterion CSP-B6:  “Engineering”: assessment – if applicable – according to  Section  52 Clause 6 of the Act
	In case that the name of the study programme contains the word “engineering” or “engineer’s”, it is assessed if it complies with Section 52 Clause 6 of Act
: The subject of assessment is to identify if the portion of overall project in the study programme contained particularly in educational activities, such as the final thesis, project work, practical training are sufficiently significant (also in credit sense) to enable development of creativity in the field of development of engineering work and processes. The same is also assessed in the case that the graduates are awarded the academic degree of Ing. arch.

	Criterion CSP-B7: “Art”: assessment – if applicable – according to Section 51 Clause 7 of Act
	In case that the name of the study programme contains the word “art” or “artistic”, it is assessed if it complies with Section 51 Clause 7 of Act
. The subject of assessment is to identify if the portion of artistic performances in the study programme is sufficiently significant (also in credit sense) to enable development of creativity in the field of art.
The same is assessed in case that the graduates are awarded the academic degree of Mgr. art.

	Attribute:  Requirements for applicants and the way of their choice
	

	Criterion CSP-B8: Appropriateness of requirements for applicants and the way of their choice to ensure the admission of those applicants who fulfil the required conditions and abilities (Section 57 Clause 1 of the Act)
	The requirements for applicants and the way of their selection are a guaranty of admission to study for applicants with necessary abilities and qualifications. 

It is presumed that the higher education institution, which determines the additional conditions for admission to study with the aim to ensure that only applicants with required abilities and qualifications (Section  57 Clause 1) are admitted, sets up the required abilities and qualifications in the characteristic of the study programme.



	Attribute: Requirements for completing the study
	

	Criterion CSP-B9:  Adequacy of requirements for successful completing the study in terms of quality of educational process, ways of providing the level of educational process quality, including the way of evaluation of the State examinations and especially the final thesis
	The requirements for successful completion of the study are sufficiently selective, not to allow the completion of the study to those who in the course of educational process had not achieved the knowledge, abilities and skills at the standard level. Higher education institution has its own system of quality assurance that includes provision of the level of quality of educational process, including the way of evaluation of the State examinations and, especially, the final thesis.



	Attribute: Standards of students and graduates 
	

	Criterion CSP-B10: Standards of all graduates (from the most excellent to the weakest one) in terms of the standard requirements of education process quality in the given field, compliance of  level of the graduates’ knowledge, abilities and skills with the graduate’s profile and  anticipated way of their employment, employment of graduates in compliance with prerequisites
	At appraisal of the standards of students and graduates of the study programme the subject of assessment is the level of all graduates (that is, from the most excellent to the weakest one) with regard to standard requirements of educational process quality in the given field. According to specificities of the study programme the higher education institution shall demonstrate, for example, how demanding are the tasks the graduate can solve independently. At assessment of compliance of the level of knowledge, abilities and skills of graduates with the graduate’s profile (Section 51 Clause 4 Letter e) of Act) and the anticipated way of their employment it is assessed how the higher education institution enables through the proposed study programme and the way of its realisation to achieve such a profile of the graduate that had been set out for this study programme. At appraisal of graduates’ employment in compliance with the requirements a use is also made of the data, which the higher education institution collects on employment of its graduates.


� Among the working duties of profesor in the field of education is, especially, holding lectures and seminars, assessment of students, including examinations at the State examinations, supervision of PhD students, supervision and review of final theses, development of study materials (Section  75 Clause 4).


� Among the working duties of docent in the field of education is, especially, holding lectures and seminars, assessment of students, including examinations at the State examinations, supervision of PhD students, supervision and review of final theses, development of study materials (Section  75 Clause 5).


� Among the working duties of assistant lecturer in the field of education is, especially, holding lectures in selected chapters, supervision of seminars and exercises, assessment of students and supervision and review of the final theses, development of study materials  (Section  75 Clause 8).


� The right to examine at the State examinations and examina rigorosa is conferred only on university teachers working in capacities of profesors and docents (Section  75 Article 1) and other experts approved by the appropriate Scientific Board. 


� The Bachelor study programme as a study programme of the first level (Section  2 Clause 5 of Act) is aimed at acquisition of theoretical knowledge and practical knowledge based on the present state of science and technology and at managing their use at performing the occupation or follow-up university studies.


� The Bachelor study programmes, that are provided by professional higher education institution (Section 2 Clause 15 of Act), are aimed especially at the use of present knowledge of science and technology or art and at managing their use, including practical abilities and skills necessary for performing profession.


� The study programmes of the second level and the study programmes combining the first two levels (Section 2 Clause 5 of Act) are aimed at acquisition of theoretical knowledge and practical knowledge based on the present state of science or art and at development of ability of their creative application at performing professions or at follow-up higher education study according the PhD study programme.


� The PhD study programme as a study programme of the third level (Section 2 Clause 5 of Act) is aimed at acquisition of knowledge based on the present state of scientific and artistic knowledge and, particularly, the student’s own contribution to it, which is a result of scientific research and independent creative activity in the field of science or technology or independent theoretical and creative activity in the field of art.


� Standard length of study for the Bachelor study programme, including practice is at least three years and at most four years.


� Standard length of study for the study programme of the second level, including practice, is at least one year and at most three years, in such a way that the entire length of the study according to the Bachelor study programme and the follow-up study programme of the second level in the same or relative field of study is five years at least.


� Standard length of study for PhD study programme in the given form is at least three years and at most four years, in part-time form and in faculties of medicine in the fields with a specialised examination is five years at most.


� Standard length of study for the study programmes combing the first and second level of higher education is at least four years and at most six years.


� The final thesis (Section 51 Clause 3 of Act) at the study according to the Bachelor study programme (hereinafter referred to as  “Bachelor study”) is a Bachelor thesis.


� The final thesis (Section 51 Clause 3 of Act) at the study according to the study programme of the second level or the study programme according to  Section  53 Art. 3 of Act is the diploma thesis.


� The final thesis (Section 51 Clause 3 of Act) at the study according to the study programme of the third level is the dissertation .


� The name of the Bachelor study programme may contain the word “engineering” or  “engineer’s” or similar to it only if oriented at development of creativity in the field of creation of engineering works or processes, including economic ones, or if the project theses make up its significant constituent.


� The name of the study programme may contain the word “art” or “artistic” or similar to it only if oriented at development of talent and creativity in the field of artistic performance and artistic work based on artistic principles and an artistic performance is its significant constituent.
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